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Dear... well, you know who you are. And it's not like you're ever going. to s
this Lletter.

Miss told me thot [ hod to be your mentor and show yow around becouse you are
o new student. | didn't know what o ‘mentor' is, s0 | looked it up in the dictionary.
Angwouy, she didn't tell me onything. about thot.

Ali ond Gourav ond Sumi and Rani, they kept aoking. me obout it when we were
going home from school. | told them that [ didn't know whot they were tolking
about, but that's not true. How con | not know?

Bee, you mode me lie to my priendas.

Yours sincerelyy,

Me
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Hi again,

Mo, soups that it is not good to stare ot people, but | can see thot evergone stares
ot you. They stare of me too because | have to hong around with you and be
your ‘mentor’. Whuy did you come to owr school? Whuy couldn't you continue going
to whatever school you went to earlier?

Do you know whot hoppened yesterdoy? Gowrav, Ali and two of their priends
prom Closs V1l cornered me after aschool to ask about you—know-what. They took
muy bog. and wouldn't give it back. Then they threw it into the thicket by the side
of the rood ond | hod to scramble down info the mountoinside to get it. | tore muy
shirt and Mo. wos angry with me.

This s all your poult.
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Hello,

[ keep telling. them that they con ask you whatever they want to know. Whaot's
the omt of osking. me? How am | supposed to know whyy you hove that thing or
how tt works?

To be reolly honest, | can't souy 'm not curious mupselp or thot | don't have the
some questions the others are asking me. Yeo, | noticed it the first doy when you
come into the closeroom. | sow how you did everything with one hand ond how
your left hand never moved. At irst | couldn't tell what the problem was. Then,
when | came closer, | sow thot something wasn't quite right It looked weird, lke
it waw covered in plastic or something. flﬁhm [ WW nt wos a toy hond. £ took
me some time to wvdz;mtand.

Also, | sow what happened. at lunch.

See you,
Me
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Hello,

My oldeest sister, the one who's studying engineering in Delh, colled todoy. | told,
her, "There's a girl in my class ond she has a foke hand," ond she soid thot
the term s ‘prosthetic hond'.

Listen, | have some odvice for you. You moy be new and oll, but if you
wont people to otop otoring of you ond tolking about you, you hove to stop
stonding. in the corner oll the time. Why don't you ploy with we? Why don't
you come on the owing? Everyone loves the owing. £'s been two weeke, and
you can jolly well come by yoursely. | am not going to be your minder
jor ever.

Sometimes | don't know what to soy to you.
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Hi waain,

Agler the lunch incident thot douy, ['ve been wolthing you. I'm just curious. ls it
weird to have one hand? s it only your hond or s your entire arm foke, sorry,
prosthetic?

Today, Swni, Grourow ond | wolked to school together. They were ploying. a gome
they mode up colled One-Hand Challenge. The rule is, you have to do things
with one hond. Like, pa.ckjn@, your ba@, or buitom'n%, youwr dhirt.

Sumi couldn't tie her shoelaces ond she forgot about it ond tripped ond fell. .She
got o cut on her chin Miss sow it and, even though she put some antiseptic creom
on it, she scolded Sumi for being. careless. "You con't run around in the mountouns
with your shoelaces untied. What will happen i you foll while going home or
something?" | think adults worry too much.

Yours truly, -
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H,

Do you know what o. coincidence io? tt's ke when you talk about something. ond
the some thing hoppens sometime loter in a completely unreloted wouy. I my last
letter, | wos telling you about Sumi and the shoelaces, and then, todoy, | sow
you tiging. your shoeloces. Wow, thot wos awesome! | think you did it paster thon
[ con do it with two honds. [f you were my friend, | would challenge you to a
shoeloce-tiging. race. Or no, moybe | would osk you to teach me how to do it
with one hand.

[ have to confess, | did try to tie my shoelace with one hand when [ got home.
But it's impossible. How do you do it? Maybe [l ask you tomorrow.

Curiow,

Me



Hi,

Lo, ofter whot you soid, ['ve tried to do o. Lot of things with only one hand, but
ts so dificult! | stll don't get how you do i, like having a bath, wearing your
clothes, packing your bog. .dince that douy at lunch, | did realize that you howe

to do some tunge dipperently, but it's not ke you don't do almost everything the
rest of ws do.

Listen, ['m sorry obout what | soid earlier... about plovging. with, us. | quess you
were juet pecling. ohuy. And oleo about cominy on the AWMg [ tried and t's hord
to @&t your laaLame, if you don't hold it W(th two hands. but You're gr eat in the

gym, even i you don’t hang prom the bars, and you can run re,al.u, pout,
even poster than Ali, who won the first prize at JSports Douy.

Bye,
Me
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Hello'

That movie was really punng, no? | laughed s0 much thot my stomach hurt and
it wos lke | was crying. | always Lke it when they show movies in ochool. ft
meons no closses.

Lout time, begore you came to our school, they showed this movie about o tiger
b who got loot. & was quite scary, mostly because it was o true story. Loter
someone pound. it ond manoged to get it bock to its fomily. True stories like that
are colled documentories, did you know thot? Tiger cubs are cute, no? Lost yeor,
there was o puppy near owr house. ft was very cute too, but it grew up and then
it waon't s0 cute any more.

Grot to 90 now’
4 o /)
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Hello, hello!

Did you know? | wos s0 surprised when | sow you on the bus. | had no idea my
fother worked in the some ploce as yours! But I'm 20 hoppy you come for the
oppice picnic, becouse loot year when they took s, there were no other chldren

my oge and ( %ot really bored.
Okay, I'm reallyy tired, s0 I'm going. now. Bee you in school tomorrow.

Me
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H,

[ think | should warn you, Principal Sir becomes olightly insone whenever Annual
Douy comes olong. He might yell of you — he yells ot everyone — oo don't toke
it personally. mo. sous thot he's under o lot of presoure beconse our Annuol
Douy perpormonce replects on him. ['m not sure what that means, but he does look
stressed out. Did you see his hair?  was like he touched o. loose wire and got on
electric shock! Though [ think it wos very mean of Roni to put a frog. in his chair.

Okay, ['m going. now before he cafches me writing this letter!
Me
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Heuy,
Your new hand is 20 cool! No ofpence, but the old one wos a bit boring. & wou

juct... there. The new one is like mogic, ond you can move the fingers and grip

with it} | hope you didn't mind thot | asked to shoke hands. | just soid it before |
could. think. Mawybe tomorrow we con do some experiments to find out if you can

Upt stupp with it.

Oh! | juot reolized, the lost couple of letters | wrote to you, | didn't mention your
prosthetic hond at all. [£'s like [ forgot all obout it and wanted to tell you s0 many
other things. The punny thing is, [m not thot curious about your hond onymore.
[ don't know wiy.

Your priend,

Me
; L Ak
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The Friend-o-Meter Quiz

How good are you at helping people fit in? Take our Friend-o-Meter quiz to find out!

1. Your teacher asks you to show the
new student in school around. What do
you feel?

a. Fantastic! A new friend!

b. Why can't they figure things out
themselves?

c. Uhoh...

9. Your new classmate is having trouble
with his lessons. What can you do?

a. Tell the brainiest student in class to lend
him her notes.

b. Tell the teacher - it's her job to help him.

c. Ask him if you could help him with his
work.

€. A girl in your class walks with a limp.
The others laugh at her. What do you do?

a. Nothing - it's none of your business.

b. Tell her to ignore them - they’re mean.

c. Ask your classmates to imagine if they were
different.

4 The new girl in class is rather shy. She
doesn’t play with anyone. What can you do?

a. Let her be - she'll join in when she’s ready.
b. Call her over and make her join in the games.

c. Go and sit next to her - maybe she’ll start a
conversation.

19}
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Get your score:
a b (o a b c
1. 1 2 3 Z. 2 1 3
3 a <« 41y e 4 arighancie
SR 2 1 [ iR 1 3

Now add it up. If you've scored...

4-6 points: You are a born friend, always ready to lend a hand. You don’t wait for people to ask
for help - you're already there, waiting to give it to them.

7-9 points: You are an independent person and feel that people should be too. But that doesn't
mean you don't care - you just don’t want to force anyone.

10-12 points: You might be a little shy, but you are kind-hearted too. You'll do whatever you
can indirectly to help others and make them feel at ease.

N
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Beginning to Read/
Read Aloud

For very young children
who are eager to begin
reading and listening to
stories

Reading
Independently

For children who
are ready to read
on their own
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